
INDIVIDUAL PERSONAL ABSOLUTION 

Traditionally, Maundy Thursday worshippers have come forward at the beginning 

of the worship service to receive Personal Absolution to prepare to receive and 

appreciate the body and blood of Christ and the formal forgiveness of sins 

through the Office of the Ministry.  

 UPON ARRIVAL FOR THE SERVICE: 

1. Please take your seat and take some time for personal preparation. 

2. Read through the confession of sins below, taking time to think and 

meditate upon how this confession personally applies to your life. 
 

Other Reading for Preparation: Lutheran Service Book Christian Questions with Their Answers p. 

329, Ten Commandments, p. 321, The Lord’s Prayer, p. 323 and The Sacrament of the Altar, p. 326.   

 

April 17, 2025 ~ 5:30pm 

Maundy Thursday 
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Please rise 

 Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 People:  Amen. 

 Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

 People:  who made heaven and earth. 

 Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

 People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

 All:  We confess before Thee that we have sinned against Thy holy will  

    in many ways, 

     not alone through outward acts,  

     whereby we have dishonored Thy holy name among men,  

    but much more by inborn blindness, unbelief, doubt,  

     by despondency, impatience, self-love, filthy lusts,  

       by envy and many other sins which Thou, O Lord God,  

         you see in us far more than we understand.  

 O Lord we repent of our sins and are heartily sorry  

 that we have transgressed Thy law and have grieved Thy Holy Spirit 

  and defiled ourselves in conscience. 

  But we believe that Jesus Christ, true God and true man,  

was wounded for our transgressions  

 and was bruised for our iniquities  

    that the chastisement of our peace was upon Him  

       and we are healed by His stripes. 

 Spare us for the sake of Christ.  

   Punish us not as we deserve.  

   For the sake of Christ, according to Thy word,  

    declare unto us the gracious forgiveness of all our sins.  

 Grant that we may believe Thy pardoning word  



   and keep it in our hearts as an abiding comfort. 

 Renew a right spirit within us 

   and write Thy commandments upon our hearts 

    that we may no more sin against Thee.  

 May we serve Thee according to the desire of our hearts 

  in holiness and righteousness all our days.  

   Lord have mercy upon us. 
 

The ushers will direct you to come forward in the same way that takes place during 

communion. After personal absolution, please return to your seat. 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  LSB 621 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. Tune: French, 17th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 



INVOCATION  

 Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 People:  Amen.  
 

RESPONSIVE PSALM  Psalm 116    

 Pastor:  I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 

 People:  Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I 

live. 

 Pastor:  The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came 

upon me; I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. 

 People:  Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, save me!” 

 Pastor: The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 

 People:  The Lord protects the simplehearted; when I was in great need, 

he saved me. 

 Pastor:  Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the Lord has been good to you. 

 People:  For you, O Lord, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes 

from tears, my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before the 

Lord in the land of the living. 

 Pastor:  I believed, therefore I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” 

 People: And in my dismay I said, “All men are liars.” 

 Pastor: How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me? 

 People:  I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the 

Lord. 

Pastor:I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 

 People: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 

 Pastor:  O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your 

maidservant; you have freed me from my chains. 

 People:  I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the 

Lord. 

 Pastor: I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 

 People: in the courts of the house of the Lord – in your midst, O 

Jerusalem. Praise the Lord.  

 



 All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit as it 

was in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT 

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Pastor:  O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance 

of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of 

Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may 

continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 People:  Amen 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                        Exodus 12:1-14 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first 

month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the 

tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each 

household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one 

with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there 

are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what 

each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without 

defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them 

until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of 

Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and 

put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 

lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 

bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in 

water, but roast it over the fire – head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave any of it 

till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat 

it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in 

your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. “On that same night I will pass 

through Egypt and strike down every firstborn – both men and animals – and I will 

bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign 



for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over 

you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. “This is a day you 

are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival 

to the Lord – a lasting ordinance.” 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE  Hebrews 10:15-25 

The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: “This is the covenant I 

will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, 

and I will write them on their minds.” Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I 

will remember no more.” And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer 

any sacrifice for sin. Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the 

Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us 

through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the 

house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 

bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 

for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are 

in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching. 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD, PURE AND HOLY (SPOKEN)  

     Pastor:   Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

      Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 People:  Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer,       

                   Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

                 All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

       Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 



  All:  Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 

       Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 

       All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us; 

       Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

GOSPEL READING Luke 22:7-20 

 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 22nd chapter.  

 People:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to 

eat the Passover.” “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. He replied, 

“As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to 

the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: 

Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will 

show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.” They left 

and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. When 

the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I 

have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I 

will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” After taking 

the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you 

I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And 

he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 

body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the 

supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 

is poured out for you. 

 Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

  



SERMON HYMN  “Jesus Christ Our Blessed Savior” LSB 627 

 

 

 
Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2, 4): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. Text (st. 3): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110016216 Text (sts. 1–2, 4) and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON Rev. Dr. John Fiene 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

  

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE  

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 Pastor:  It is truly good . . .  

 People: Amen. 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a 

sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a 

substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your 

only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. 

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our 

father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; For thine is the 

kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 Pastor:  In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and 

with His own words, we receive His testament: 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

 

PAX DOMINI 

 Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 People: Amen 

 

  



AGNUS DEI  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

  



POST-COMMUNION HYMN  “Abide with Me” LSB 878 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

 Pastor:  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

 People:  Amen 

 



The altar is stripped.  This ancient Maundy Thursday custom is symbolic of the stripping 

and humiliation of Jesus at the hands of the soldiers.  The altar and chancel remain bare 

through the Good Friday service. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”  LSB 746 

 

 

 

 
Text: Simon Dach, 1605–59; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Musika Teutsch, 1532, Nürnberg Text and tune: Public domain 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

DEPART IN PEACE   

  
            
  

        
 


